Irony, Coincidence 
President s Last Journey 


WASHINGTON (AP) _ Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy’s final 
journey through the nation’s 
capital to the waiting grave at 
, Arlington was everywhere at- 
1 tended by ■ little ironies and 
coincidences. 

On a brisk bright Monday in 
November, Kennedy was being 
taken to his final resting place 
at Arlington. Only two weeks 
ago to the day he had visited 
the national cemetery to lay a 
wreath on the Tomb of the 
Unknowns and his son John had 
charmingly fractured protocol 
by running out in front of the 
honor guard. 

Now here was John observing 
his third birthday by clutching 
his mother’s hand and walking 
behind his father’s flag-draped 
casket in as moving a moment 
of personal history as the nation 
has known. 

Waiting to receive the body on 
the steps of St. Matthew’s 
Cathedral, where the late Presi- 
dent often had worshipped, was 
Richard Cardinal Cushing of 
Boston, his gaunt Gothic fea- 
tures chiseled with compassion 
and grief. 

A long-time family friend, the I 
Cardinal had officiated at Ken- 
nedy’s marriage, given the in- 
vocation at his inauguration, 
baptized his two living children 
and presided last July at the 
funeral mass for his infant son, 
Patrick Bouvier. 

. As. the Cardinal intoned the 
opening prayers of the Requiem 
I Mass, Boston tenor Luigi Vena 
i rose in the choir loft and sang 
; Schubert's “Ave Maria.” Ten 
years ago at the gala wedding 
of John F. Kennedy and Jacque- 
line Bouvier in Newport, R.I., 
he had rendered the same selec- 
tion. 

Vena had hardly finished and 
the Cardinal bad not yet reached 


the offertory of the mass, when 
a police escort riding through 
toe ci y at 60 miles, an hour 
brought Mary Ann Ryan, a dis- 
tant cousin from Ireland, to the 
doors of the church. 

come ..visit us at 
the White House, you -have the 
“ y , ook, ” the President 
had told her when he visited- his 
ancestral home in County Wex- 
ford last June. She arrived at 
his funeral after a hectic trans- 
oceanic flight taken at the ihvi- 
tation of Mrs. Kennedy. 

Her classic face paled by 
tragedy but her body erect with 
courage and dignity, Mrs. Ken- 
nedy was easily the most impos- 
ing figure among the august 
assemblage of world leaders 
and past presidents, of Supreme 
Court justices, diplomats and 
congressmen. Only last Friday 
her husband- had kidded a 
Dallas audience about her tak- 
ing a bit more time to get 
organized. ' ■ 

Unprecedented Turnout 
The shocking death in the 
family of nations had brought 
forth an unprecedented proces- 
sion of ruling royalty and heads 
of state. From 91 countries and 
five continents they had come: 
a king and an emperor, a queen 
and a number of crown princes, 
two chancellors, four .premiers 
and an apostolic delegate. In. all, 

16 presidents or heads of state, 

38 foreign ministers and six ’ de- 
fense ministers and military 
chiefs. 

Some like President Charles 
de Gaulle of France and Deputy 
Premier Anastas I. Mikoyan of 
the Soviet Union, had been a 
more than occasional thorn in 
the side of the departed Presi- 
dent, Others, like Emperor 
Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, had 
only recently enjoyed , his hospi- 
tality at the White House. 



